e

10 v

DIAMOND HUNTIN

IN THE FOREST.

Adventures of & Party of Fnglishmen
~—An Attack by a Jaguar—Mutiny of
Doatmen--Deadly Blow Pipes of In-
dians—Shooting the Essequibo Rapids.

Hundreds of miles beyond the outposts
of civilization in British Guiana many men
are daring death in various forms in virgin
wopleal forests to work the lately discov-

ered diamond fields.

¥or three yvears, ever since some Indians

from the interior appeared in Georgetown
with several diamonds and a story that

they had been found in gravel in the in-
terior, this quest for riches has been going |
on, Often prospecting expeditions are
succesaful and return from “at the back of

beyond® with thousands of dollars' worth

of precious jewels belted around the bodies

of the leaders. But often an expedition

Jeaves Georgetown or Bartica to go up one

of the three rivers leading to a diamond
field and never comes back.

It s hardly possible to pick up a George-
town newspaper without seeing such head-
lines as “Another Boating Disaster in the
Essequibo Rapids,” “Diamond Hunters

Starved to Death Along the Mazaruni,” |

or “A Diamond Expedition Attacked by

Indians Along the Cuyani.”
Bad as they are, these are only three of

the dangers that threaten every diamond |

hunter. As a matter of fact, €0 numerous
are the perils that a heavy toll in lives is
being constantly paid for the jewels that
are finding their way from the heart of the
jungle to the seacoast. It has been esti-
mated that for the 132,077 diamonds dis-
covered and declared during the year end-

ing June 30, 1902, 264 lives were sacrifiead, |

or two for every thousand of the precious

stones.

Here is the story of a party that did get
back to civilization with whole skins, but
only after encountering a remarkable
geries of adventures. What these men
endured is typical of the perils that threaten
every man who secks his fortune in the new
diamond land

Three young Englishmen—Thorpe, Jer-
rold and Hodge—led the expedition, which
was the first to penetrate up the head-
waters of the Cuyani. In the summer of
1901, while they were in Georgetown, one
of the trio made a strong friend of an old
and withered Indian, who had come from
the border land of Venezuela, by giving
him a gaudy trifle. Some days later the
old fellow hunted up the white man.

*I have not forgotten your kindness
to me, sefior,” he said, *and now I shall
reward you—I ehall tell you a secret of
my tribe. Hundreds of miles to the west,
up the Cuyani, near where the Caruno joins
it, are big diamond flelds.

*Many years ago, when my grandfather's
grandfather, and his grandfather lived,
the Spaniards came and cleared away the
undergrowth and dug in the gravel and
found diamonds. I have seen the place
myself, sefior—the jungle has never grown
over it to this day.

*It is just a big slice out of the foreat, as
ff cut with a knife of the t God,and you
©annot possibly fail to find it if you go there
and search. And then you will come back
rich and a great man.”

The fire of adventure and the hope of
wealth thus kindled by the Indian's tale,
the three Englishmen decided to search
for the mine, which, according to their
{nformation, must have been excavated
to plyinhluvel in the time of Alonzo de
Ojeda. ey at once set about organizing
the expedition and two weeks later they
struck out from Bartica for the little known
reaches of the Cuyani in a thirty-nine-foot
river boat, with two months’ m;:gly of pro-
visiona, trinkets for the savages they might
meet, and a crew of eighteen negroes and
mulattos and Indians, each secured for
48 centa a day.

The expedition's first adventure oecurred
on the morning of the first day. The boat
waas gliding swiftly through the water with
scarcely a ripple at the bow. The boatmen
keeping time to the tune with the bang-
swish- of their paddles, were singing
one of favorite chanties:

Bamboo fire, bamboo fire,
ruboo Ore mek so.

Emboo fire cook yo' pot,
mboo fire mek 80

Bam boo fire boll yo salt fish

Bamboo fire mek so

Bamboo Are, bamboo fire,

Bamboo fire mek so.

Suddenly, straight ahead, where the
river narrowed, a large jaguar appeared
swimming across the river. One of the
Englisinen who sat in the boat's stern
fired at the beast and wounded it slightly.
Infuriated, it turned, made for the boat, and
reaching it endeavored to clamber in.

In the excitement the bLoat almost cap-
piznd. Luckily at the critical moment,
some of the boatmen with well-almed
blows of their pacdies on the snimal's
Lead stunned and finally killed it

Fach night the boat was pulled ashore
and the party slept on the river bank. ‘The
first night was typical of all the others
"l!"‘"' in the juugle. A myriad of all sorts
of lnseows made sleep well nigh impossitle,
and tortured the men, both white and bisck,
with their bites

The fires which were kept burning all

night | Lo soars away jagoars and othes
bheasts of prey, whose roars were heard
all about io the forest, only served Lo
AUrAct more niosquiloss. [t was almost
& oase of belug ealen to death In sl
mouthfuls lnstead of large coes
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m'r‘, wntil at last they broke out lnto ojen
rmt sy, declarag the! they would no
l:'o ‘ t{‘:’vu' T ™ ll.a'ul-hl.n-u Then
ngliah , backed Ly e cuplain,
drew their revoivers
“One stroke of the cars tonard Bartics

and wa'll shoot " ey Uirmsioned
For a few poimmniie the Legroes hesitated,
(1) {er .-’nn Boutieers
die and admed i 1o strike st

s
=

white man  The neat lnstant

s ol sosmclens and vut of the

™y the ot end of the cagtaine

'|~ st onded the wuliny bt afler
the el wele coneiehtly W gloled

fonr that they »wuld radeas r (4 wesl l

and leave thelr supd peis aine

um wiesl Lo paive
o adventue vk e Indigie

shortly aliorvwaid &y e

.urlp« war clume Lo e Flves

wabhed Judies o..ir..w e vl

- M lalee PR P

o e P et Lo Ll v

ﬂ- i with Lue bbowpn

| P Lol w0 (maded tonerd Lim

e turned s el e L M.

’-.a:“ Mg 8 Wil ciams wii POTRTIR |
e b Hver e Ve Bag W

tomided o 0 TR e b B g

o Buding 8 Yiame peis . t»..-!.

L LAY e il SN geiiieg

um",.. fr & g
M ides Ly - Mewiy
,..‘.“ Toatse wa/ A L = .
J ® Pabsagr Ve LW Yo
regeia i Al o) o
4 Gl g e e
, B itan ‘.’clb‘l P N L T i

m‘.-n - . » . . -
ol woamd VNpw e . i

bidm # 4 A Livpnp T PR D »

L 2 M e s B0t 0 ‘ A i
r‘ Mt paatam b 2 @ e
. - i domw , » v .

v.&u Lt e g & ’
L st of e o ' e »

Sattal i » « ' (R . b
[ O R w e & L

L R R Sy . i g
b ba [ ’ o b ws TR
[ U T £ 2 L o Sha .

[ X LS - rea @ e

*.. .
" Noas e e s faa .

" " e

e ltigh 400 v . A i magihe. Ay

[ e and . ' pe o I
C R wee by Lt S i

e

6 IN GUIANA. |

MANY PERILS OF PROSPECTORS ;':Jm leaves. Some naked

been oooking their meal of fish caught
from the creek.

Pursuing their the explorers
came upon another little cabin, built of

Jes stuck in the mud and covered with
Indian woinen
were sitting here, with their children.

The perty advanced, making signs of
friendship and displa; blankets and
beads, but the women, throwing themselves
in front of their children, menaced the
strangers with their reed blowpipes.
Knowing that the darts in theee blowpipes
are always poisoned, the invaders came to
a dead stop. Beeing their ogmrtunhy
the women caught up their
baskets, their hammocks, and all their pro-
visions, and fled into the jungle.

There was an old woman who could not

!

| run, and she sat patiently, expocllmni:’- |

stant death, it was afterward exp

! The Fnglishmen treated her kindly, gave
her food and presents, and told her, through
an Indian in the crew, that they meant

well.
Thus won over, she went into the forest

and persuaded the others to return. Soon
the three whitea were besieged by several
| score of Indians, all eager to look at

strange creatures and the wonderful things
they had brought with them. By a judicious
distribution of hatchets, knives, beads
and blankets, friendship was established
| and a guide was secured, who accompanied
the expedition until its return o the creek
on its way down the river.

When t{r party arrived at the confluence
of the Cuvani and the Caruno, a camp
was pitched and several excursiona were
made into the jungle in search of the old
Spanish mine which the Indian had de-
soribed in Georgetown. He had drawn a
| very rough map of the place, but it proved
| useless.

[~ To cut a long story short, the mine was
l not found. Perhaps the jungle had grown
over it; perhaps it was never there at all,

But during the search of nearly three
weeks in the jungle there was no lack of
excitement, Once Jerrold reached over
Thorpe's shoulder, as they were going
along in single file through dense under-
growth and cut in half a bushmaster snake
which was coiling itself ona branch to dart
its venomous fangs into Thorpe's cheek.

Another time Thorpe killed a snake
over six feet long which was about to at-
tack one of his men, But snakes were com-
mon enough, and in time the hunters grew
to mind them less than the nests of mara-
| buntas and red ants which they sometimes
stepped upon.

Two or three of the boatmen got attacks
of fever through these stings, and were
only saved from death by careful nursing
on the part of their leaders.

Eventually the Englishmen were com-
pelled to give up the hunt. Provisions
were running out, and a small canoe with
relief supplies had not arrived as it should
have done. They decided that they must
| go down stream and meet it if they were
to escape starvation.

As a matter of fact, they nurlg"dld
starve. Almost two weeks passed ore
they came upon the canoe. The provi-
sions ran out completely, and for three
or four days the party fun. contrived to
support existence by catching two or three
fish, shooting four birds and killing a few

iguanas. When the canoe was finally met
| with, several of the boatmen had become
so weak that they ocould no longer work
e oning down the Ouyani, th

et g down the Cuyani, the party
searched now and then for diamonds,
clearing the undergrowth in likely places,
excavating to pay gravel, and washing it
in rough troughs. Several stones were
found, but none of any great value, so it
was decided to go down to Bartica and
strike southward up the Mazaruni to the
| principal diamond fields.
| " After a long and toilsome journey the
flelds were reached and a claim was staked
out, close by some of the best-paying mines.
| Clearing the jungle was a herculean task.

A tropical tree, being intertwined and
connected with its fellows and often rotten,
cannot be depended upon to fall in a cer-
tain way. Often it will fall on the wood-
man, veral of the negroes were badly
crushed in this manner, and others suffered

| superintendent of schools at Daveo, and

minor injuries.

But the principal adventure in the Maza-
runi country happened when several out-
laws tried to jump the claim. BSeveral shota
were exchanged before the at! party
withdrew, vowing ven ce. No
more, however, was h from them.

The expedition was fairly luoky on the
Mazaruni, finding over seventy stones.
Most of them were diamonds, but a few

were small urphhu and rubies.
y the pi

™ went some
distance up the . which flows to
the eastward of the Masarini, and searched
for diamonds there, with only moderate
succoess. Coming down this river they
had their worst experience with the rapids.

On the Cuyani and the Maszaruni they
had had mnn{onlrrov escapes from cap-
sizing, but t Fasequibo adventure led |
them all. This river has a chain of rapids
. and falls which continues unbroken for
miles. Nearly an entire day must be spent
n.‘rmolir)l‘ themn, and every moment is full
ol peril.

e drawn into the rush of the current, |
thie men bend to the paddles and give full
headway to the boat, until she flles over

is the boat at the head of one fall than it ia
on top of another, s y is one rapid

flit by as if seen frora an express train;
and it is impossible to stop exorpt by run-
ning agrounsd on an sland st risk of
Leing wd to peoes.

At the last fall hut one, as the English-

men's boat was passing between (wo huge
boulders barely the boat's width apart
the bowman's paddle struck the o
the starbosrd rock, swerving the boat's
Juad around until it struck Ju port rock
whd cupwize The river owrved lnward
whout one hundied yards below, and the
swilt current dashe
s & bank of mud and sand

As if Ly & musclke no lives were lost,
though several of the party were nearly
drowned and resuscitated with diffloulty
Mot of the stores were saved, but 'm..
Latehets, and other heavy 1ooks were lost

The bLoat. mucn damaged, was ploked
up lower down the niver Ly another ea-
prodition, and the lahmen were 8Ll
Lo paboh it up weough W lusure & safe return

la,Jhllu‘

Lot the members of the sxpedition
finally reached Georgetown after  many
Gt shiniiar adventyios, they disposed of
el Bty dlstie for B0 o slighn
teoumipe e (01 daring death o masy fufve
:..4 tive mobthe W treaadeious Lrupiosl
cheele
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left before seven or eight others have been [

As the first rapid is reached and the boat !

the water like an arrow to the mark. Hardly |

|

The captain and the boatmen nead wrista
of steel and nerves of iron to a boat
wafely between the huge bo s, drifting
logs and enags, which spread like a net-

| and resembled the result of & grand dyna-

the struggling mes

work all along the route. Trees and slands |9 our hands

SIGNAL OFFICER'S STORY OF AN
ATTEMPT IN MINDANAO.

e e

The Mountain's Burning Sulphur Fissures
and Canary Celored summit—A Nine
Dayy' Cumb Covering 78 1«3 Miles,
Only to Find the Geal Unreachable.

Havernmiy, Masa., March 14.~Walter 1.
Perkins of this city, a member of Company
F, United States Signal Corps, now serving
in Mindanao, In the Philippines, writes
home an interesting account of an unsuo=
cessful attempt made by a party, of which
he was one, to scale the summit of Mount
Apo and learn something about the now
practically extinct voloano.

Besides Mr. Perkins the party oonsisted
of Walter Goodfellow of the London Theo~
logical Bociety, Fred W. Abbot, distriot

Thomas Henderson, & business man of that
place. The letter, which is dated at Davao,
Jan, 7, says in part:

“We left Davao on Dec. 37 in & native
sailing canoce, and disembarked nineteen
miles down the coast at a emall native wil-
lage called Mateo. Leaving there the next
day at 11:30 A. M., we went through & large
grass fleld, near the foot of the first moun-
tains. After crossing the BSibulan River
we struck into heavy timber, where we found
our first ravine. Surmounting this we
entered into a magnificent bamboo forest,
and at 4.0 P. M. arrived at a small Bogobo
settlement called Sibulan, stopping at Datto
Tungoalings's for the night.

*The houses at this place were bullt
entirely of bamboo and presented a very
fine pioture of the wild woodland life of the
inhabitants. They grow hemp, bananas
and sugar cane, the latter of which they
turn into a native rum by & prooess of
nearly the same kind as the stills in Ameireca.
We procured native bearers there and left
on Dec. 80, continuing on as before through
bamboo foresta and passing many ravines.
Going down through one of these ravines
we struck Kinamatt, a small place entirely
surrounded by mountsins and mot over
200 yards square itself. At this place we
went into the Sibulan River again, but it
was far different from the first, running in
a torrent and being walled in by perpen-
dicular masses of stone on either aide,
varying in height from 200 to 800 foot.

"l‘homwydouthorlmmuﬁbo
described. After passing up the river for
two and a half miles, climbing over rocks
and fording the stream, we struck a high
mountain, on top of which was Taodaya,
the last inhabited place before reaching the
mountain. A peculiar thing about the
Bogobo inhabitants of these mountains
is that they build their houses on the top,
instead of in the valleys, and clear the crest
of the hill for cultivation. They grow
corn, palay, sugar cane, peppers, and most
peculiar of all. cucumbers and squashes,
entirelv the same as the American vege-
tables of the same name.

“Here at this place we first began to
notice the temperature, and the next morn-
ing, which was Deo. 31, the thermometer
was down to o4 degrees, -m;: was & vast
change for us, coming from hot, sultry
coast. After luvin;ngibuhn. there was no
trail, and we were led here there
through the forests.

=Leaving Taodaya at 1:30 P. M. on Deo.
31, we over another mountain and
(s S ore* SSng ovt by fo
im (]
three miles through the heavy underbrush
all entwined by briar vines, arriving at
$:30 P.M., at a small hunting camp
fork of the Miinit and ri
we struck several hot springs, and
water of the Miinit River was also warm,
while the Gaduo River, not fifty yards away
was as cold as ice.
wild deer and hog in the vicinity. It was
where the DAL EeS ame. From tnis pisce

w
i: :u also Mm! Mounts Hglln-
ley and Burbro formed the gateway for ac-
ceasion to Mount Apo. At this place we
weare about 4,000 fest above the sea level.

*On the morning of Jan. 1, after
each other a Happy New Year, we st
up the final ascent, but, after a day's hard
olimbing, were forced to camp out on the
Balatican River for the night. The bed
of this river was nearly dry, ex for a
pool of water here and there, and t was
not drinkable. It was of a sulphurous
taste, with & thousand other minerals
mixed in; but we obtained good water on
the side of the mountain at & emall spring.

“At early dawn we to reach the
top and had steady climbing all the way.
We continued on up the dry bed of the
river, which is pna% the outlet of
the crater, and afier ng diy water-
falls for about three hours, were forced to
seek the where we encountered
heavy ferns or bracken so thick that it
was impossible to go through them. We
forced our way over the

and knees, and at ? P. M.
reached the lower side of the old crater,
where we decided to pitch our eamp.

“After & short rest we started up, leav-
ing our g* behind, passing over a
sea of rooks which covered nearly 30 aores
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of the SKin, Scalp and Blood Should
Begin NOW.

Treatment,

of Cuticura Soap, Ointment and Pills.

One Dollar for the Set.

Consisting

Price

Complete External and Internal

BLOOD HUMOURS, Skin Humours, Scalp Humours, Baby Humours and every
kind of Humour, from Pimples to Scrofula, with premature loss of Hair, may
now be speedily, permanently and economically cured by Cuticura Resolvent, greatest of
Blood and Skin Purifiers, assisted by the external use of Cuticura Ointment and
Cuticura Soap.

Thousands of the world’s best people have found instant relief and speedy cure by

the use of Cuticura Resolvent, Ointment and Soap, in the most and disf
of ITCHING, BURNING and SCALY HUMO
T AT T S

Thousands of Tired, Fretted Mothers, of Skin-Tortured and Babies of
all ages and conditions, have certified to almost miraculous cures by the Cuticura Remedies
whnmmdulkiﬂhuhﬂdtordkw,mbhum

a Treatment is local and constitutional —complete and perfect,

Bathe the affected surfaces with Cuticura Soap and Hot Water
to cleanse the skin of Crusts and Scales and Soften the Thickened Cuticle, dry without

eely to allay ltching, leritation and Inflam-
take Cuticurs Resolvent to Cool and
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